CONDITIONS OF EFFECTIVE DEFENCE
In other words, are we to have the help of Russia
(to say nothing of Poland, Czechoslovakia and cer-
tain other states) in meeting the next attack upon
France? When the situation of appalling jeopardy I
have suggested has actually arisen, refusal of the aid
of Russia or the other states would be regarded by our
people as the act of madmen or of traitors; or of reac-
tionaries anxious to see the democracies of the Empire
and of France overcome and replaced by totalitarian
systems.
Very many who at this moment boggle at 'Eastern
Commitments* argue that we should allow the situa-
tion to arise before seeking the co-operation of Eastern
allies in our common defence. It would be too late.
Too late, that is, to deter the aggressor, to prevent
war, which once it comes makes 'defence' a tragic
mockery, remembering what so many witnesses have
testified that the Great War came because the poten-
tial aggressor did not know that he would have to
meet the forces which he did meet*
A few years since some of our people were as averse
to giving the necessary guarantees to France as they
now are to giving guarantees to Czechoslovakia or
Russia. Averse for the very good reason that an un-
conditional undertaking to defend France would be
an encouragement to the worst and most provocative
side of French policy, like that which prompted the
occupation of the Ruhr*
But the way to meet that difficulty was not to with-
hold guarantees which, firmly given, would have
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